
Dear Abet 

I noticed Fur abs tram t in (3HZTXE on effects of versene~ on 
sexual fer ti.Uty in E. coli. Qe would u&e to lx36 y0ur findbgf If 
you are agreeable tQ letidqg u8 have a mm deta3led prskxal, a8 a pm- 
sib&3 improvement in our own tea haique. We don’ t xant to '"butt in" on 
your own poarsible further analysi~~ and hope you will be following this 
up--::0 18 t UB hear from you. 

Inter alii, we've been tsying to confirm Hirota's cl&a that Co-'+ 
inducss F- matants from F+ (Hature, July u*) but 80 far it isn't going 
so well. Dave Skaar, &II Richter and X jug t finished an anlysia on the 
effect of motility aselection: MEI appears to be a oompetitive advantage 
on the part of spontaneous F- mutate over the F+ background, 

Your8 s,3.ncerslg, 

Joshua Lederber$j 
Profeaaor of Genetia3 


